Matlnal dzeoclation of Broodcoshars

April 5, 2001

Mr. Dongld L. Aversi
Reports Analyst

Repotts Analysis Division
Federal Election Commiasion
900 E Strect, N.W.
Washington, .C. 20540

RE: Televisipn and Radic Political Action Committes (#CMIMNPI35)

Dear Mr, Avereil:

This letier is in response [0 the Faderal Election Commission's letter of March 21,
2001 to the Television and Radio Political Action Commitree regarding twe  “earmarked
conrihutions that were disclosed om TARPAC's October, 2000 Monthly Report (for the
period from 97100 threugh 9/30701). The two “earmarked” contributions mentioned in
the Commission’s letter were those of br. John Knebel, to the U.5. Senate primary election
campaigh of former Conpressman Rick Lazio, and of Mr, Ben Reed, to the general election
campaign of Congressman Henry Bonilla

(a} Bor your information, Mr. Knebel is an employes of the National Associarion of
Broadeasters and regulaely contributes 1o TARPAC through a pay-rell deduction plan.
Between Tanuary 1, 20660 and September 11, 2000, Mr. Knebel comiributed $1,458.38 to
TARPAC (see the aftached accountng summacy of Mr. Enebel's conributions 1o TARFAC
for calendar year 2000). o Sepremober 11, 2000, Mr. Knebel notified the TARPAC
adminigtraror that he wanted to “earmark” $1,000,00 from hig 2000 year-to-date TARFAC
contribudon of $1,458,38 1o the Lazio campaign. The TARPAC adminisirator then confirmed
with the Commission's staff, specifically Jeff Chumiey and with TARPAC's vutside coungel,
that such an “sarmark™ request was appropriate and could be accomplished since the amount of
the requested *earmatk™ contribution was less than the tolal ameunt contribuied by Mr. Enebel
to TARPAC sinice Japuaty 1, 2000, The *eatmarked™ Knebel conribution was thereafter duly
and timety forwarded to the Lazio committes on September 11, 2000 with a notation 1 the
Lazio campaign that the contribution had been "conducted” by TARPAC at the apecific requast
of Mr. Koebel,

Mr. Knebel’s manthly comiributinn i TARPAC of $208 34 which waz effecruated via
payroll deduction, has been duly reportsd thtoughout the calendar year 200010 the
Coromission on Schedule “A* of TARPAC's monthly reports of receipis and disbursements.

In addition, br. Ensbel's “sarmacked” contribution on TARPAL s Getober 200K report
showing that a check in that amount bad been disbursed o the Lazio campaign pursuant to Mr.
Konebel's instructions.  As mdicated, Mr. Knebel was repularly contributing $208.34
TARPAC throughout the months of calendar year 2000, bur only notified TARPAC on
September 11, 2000 of his request to “cammark™ 51,0000 of his year-to-date TARPAC
contribution 1o the Lazio campaign. Given this factual predicate, TARPAC is uwnclear how it is
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supposed L report, vo s monthly 2000 Schedule A%s, the receipt of conributions from Mr.
Knebel during the first eight monthe of 2000 that were ooly directed by Mr. Knebel to be
warmarked in Scpternber 2000, If our monthly repotts of TARFAC receipts from Mr. Knebel
st ooy be ametded, which reports must be amended and what will ihe amendments reflect?
TARPAL seeks the puidance of the Comnmission regarding exactly how TARPAC, in an
tistanes such a5 this, 13 b report this actvity.

{h} Mr1. Ben Reed is a member of the NAB and regularly concributes 10 TARPAC via a
personal cheek . From January 1, 2000 through September 1, 2000, Mr. Reed conribued a
total of $200.00 10 TARPAC and the receipt of Mr, Reed’s contributions was duly disclosed to
the Connnissicn in TARPAC's manthly reparts during the calendar year 2000, On Sepeember
16, 2000 » check 1o TARPAC, s well a3 hig $200.00 year-to-dale contributiony, previously
made o TARPAC during 20HK), were to be “earmarked” in their entirety by TARPAC for the
eeneral election campaign of Congressman Hency Benilla. Me. Reed's check and nete of
Sepletnber 16, 2000 were recsived by TARPAC on September 21, 2000, On Septemnber 27,
10 TARPAC timely forwarded a cheek in the amount of $300.00 (o the Bonilla campaign,
neding that the contribution bad been “ecarmatied” by Me. Reed,

The Eactual predicate presented by the comributions 0 TARPAC by Mr. Reed is nearly
identical 1o the payroll deduction contributions made by Mr. Knebel 10 TARPAC over the
course of the calendar year 200K, Az g consequence, TARPAC ig nnclear as to how it i3 o
report Mr. Reed’s contributions o TARPAC as being earmarked by Mr. Beed to the Bonilia
campaign, whei Me. Reed only informed TARPAC on September 16, 2000 of his decision 1o
earmark all of his yvear-lo-date TARPAC contribucions to the Bonilia campaign.  Again, we
seek the pudance of the Commizsion it s nstance.

Sincerely,

(e

James &, May
Execulive Yice President
Treasurer, TAKPAC
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TELEVISION & RADIO
POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE
HATIGHAL ASSDCIATION OF BROADCASTERS
1771 N STREET, N
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Mr. Ben Resd

Vica Prasident & General Manager Auipust 18

KCUY gust 15, 2000
8122 Data Point Drive, #500 B c

San Antonio, TX 78229 edged = $500.00
Date Amount Balance
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YOUR PLEDGE AND SUPPORT IN 2000.
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